When social problems converge: homeless, mentally ill, chemical misusing men in New York City.
Despite their pervasiveness in large American cities, homeless, mentally ill, chemical misusing (HMICM) people have rarely been studied as a sociological phenomenon. In this study, 518 HMICM men who sought community-based treatment were interviewed at length on their psychosocial characteristics, family background, and childhood history. The findings show these HMICM men to have severe psychiatric and substance misuse problems. Examination of their family background reveals a common pattern represented by the absence of their fathers and often of their mothers from very early age. Fatherlessness and social rootlessness are hypothesized as related to the HMICM syndrome.